California Restaurant Permits & Licenses
First, thank you for using SCORE as one of your business resources.

In answer to your question on opening a restaurant  here are the usual permits, licenses etc. that you will need in California. When you obtain your business license from the city, they may require some additional items. Many of these items can be found on line at the web site www.cagold.ca.gov.

    Get Tax Identification number from IRS (can be done on line)

 

    Get Sales Tax permit from State Board of Equalization.

   Get Business License from local city where business will be located.

       If fictitious business name must be published, this is filed with the county clerk.

    A permit and/or inspection of the restaurant by the city/county Health Department

    Signs may require permit from city’s zoning or planning department.

    Completion of a ServSafe class by an owner or manager/chef (health dept. can usually tell     where these are being given)

    If you have employees, an identification number from the Employment Development Dept`

   If alcohol of any type will be served, a license must be obtained from the state Alcohol Beverage Control.

   If entertainment/dancing is allowed, permit from the local police department

I hope this information is helpful. If you have any other questions, do not hesitate to ask.
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